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1698 WOOLLEN TRADE PETITION

To the Right Honnoo'® the I

ds

Spirituall & Temporall in Parliam!

Assembled

The Humble Petition of the Gent, Freeholders Traders
And Inhabitants of Moretonhampstead in Devon

Humbly Showeth to youl Lordshipps that the Trade
of this Towne Consists in the Making of Searges,
Which hath and is much decayed of Late by Reason of
the Multitudes of Searges Made in Ireland, and the
Gro"th of that Trade therej being much Cheaper made
in that Kingdomes by the Reason of the Low price*® of
their Wooll, and provisions and Laborers, whereby
they Under vell us abroad and lncoradge Foreigners
to Lay their Stockes out with them, which rormerly
were’ obleidge% to have all their Searges from
England, Soe y“: unless there by a Remedy Found,
our Traders will wholy be Lost, and the poore
Increase to that Degree that we shall not be able to
give them a Mainfainance and, Wherefore We most
Humbly pray youri Lordshipps to take the premises
into you' Consideration and to cause! & Stopp to this
Growing Mischeife as you! Lordshipps shall think

most fitt,

And You:T Petitioners shall Ever pray &c
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